Micromounters Hall of Fame

Randolph S. Rothschild 
(1909 – 2003)

Inducted in 2016
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Randolph (Randy) Rothschild trained and worked in economics and law, but focused his personal interest on music and minerals. A very quiet man, he preferred to serve his community by providing funding for music and mineral projects without fanfare or acknowledgement.
Joining the Baltimore Mineral Society in its early days, he gravitated to the micromineral side and was soon skilled in producing meticulously mounted specimens. In 1976, he became interested in the proposal for creation of a Micromounters’ Hall of Fame, and by 1980 had provided the seed money required to bring that institution into being. He continued his support thereafter, even at times selling his own micromounts to raise funds for the purchase of plaques for members.

Realizing that micromounters tended to be scattered in small groups, IN 19XX, Randy proposed and implemented the publication of an International Directory of Micromounters, first collecting the data, then typing it out, and having it produced and distributed, donating his own funds in the process. It became a resounding success. On a larger scale, his generous financial support for the Mineralogical Record is well known. Similarly he provided funding for color issues of Rocks and Minerals Magazine. It has been said that membership in the Micromounters’ Hall of Fame goes to those who have been “loudest for longest”. Randy Rothschild was a quiet man, but his presence made a very loud noise throughout the mineralogical community in general, and micromounting in particular. He is well qualified for membership in the institution he helped create: the Micromounters’ Hall of Fame.
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